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summarized tables, has a large amount of details in regard to the 
capital and capacity of central station electric light plants. 

The Financial Reform Almanac, 1891. London. Pp. 200. 

The Financial Reform Almanac has reached its twenty-seventh 
issue, and during that period has changed considerably the scope of 
its material. As local government assumes greater importance in 
English political life, more attention is now given to local financial 
statistics than formerly. Particularly marked is this emphasis in this 
issue, and more complete returns of local income and expenditures are 
furnished than ever before. Complaint, however, is made that no 
complete account is available for local governing bodies, and that their 
statistics are very imperfectly collated. Nevertheless, the statistics 
are very suggestive. Other statistics relate to population, revenue, 
labor, commerce, etc., the tables in this respect being similar to former 
compilations though in all cases brought down to date. 

Low's Hand-Book to the Charities of London, 55th year, 1891. 
London. Sampson Low, Marston & Co. Pp. 296. 

This annual gives a list of the charitable institutions and societies 
of London with statistics for each society, of the receipts, and of the 
number of persons aided. It is stated in the preface that the dona- 
tions and bequests of 1890 were in advance of those of the preceding 
year, though they failed to come up to those of 1888. The total sum 
bequeathed to charitable institutions in the United Kingdom in legacies 
of £50 and upwards during 1890 was not quite one million pounds. 
Of this London received nearly one half. The donations in sums of 
£50 and upwards amounted to £311,000. These gifts are entirely 
outside of amounts obtained in other ways for charitable purposes. 

D. R. D. 



STATISTICS OF GERMAN CITIES. 



Statislisckes Jahrbuch deutscker Stadte. By Dr. M. Neefe, Direktor 
des Statistischen Amtes der Stadt Breslau. First issue. Breslau, 1890. 

In co-operation with his brother statisticians in the municipal 
bureaus of Germany, Dr. Neefe has published a most valuable work 
of reference of the statistics of the larger cities of Germany. The 
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work grew out of the conferences of the heads of municipal statistical 
bureaus, which take place from time to time. Different sections of 
the subject were assigned to the various chiefs of bureaus, and the 
general responsibility for the work entrusted to Dr. Neefe. 

All German cities having over 50,000 inhabitants, fifty-four in all, 
are included in the compilation. The information relating to them 
was collected by all available means. In some cases, as in relation to 
population, recourse could be had to general statistical publications, 
in others the special investigations of the municipal bureaus form the 
source of the data given, while in still others, the figures are based 
upon replies of the municipal organs to question sheets prepared by 
the editor. 

The successive chapters of the work, from the pens of several 
writers, as before indicated, treat of natural conditions, population, 
lots and buildings, dwellings, building operations, street cleaning, 
sewage and parks, illumination, fire service, industry, transportation, 
savings banks, public pawn shops, care of poor and sick, police, educa- 
tion, water supply, and, finally, the organization of the municipal 
administration. This list reveals the rich contents of the volume. 

Each author is naturally limited by the material offered to him for 
classification. Some of the chapters do little more than point out the 
insufficiency of the statistical data to be obtained. None the less they 
have the marks of careful preparation, and show an earnest effort to 
make the most of the available material. Where the material is rich 
the chapters expand into careful studies of the phenomena in question. 
This is notably the case in Dr. Boeckh's contribution on the popula- 
tion of the cities, which he compares in an instructive fashion with 
the population of the country at large. 

So far as the general conduct of a city's affairs can be expressed in 
tables and figures, it has been done in this work. All of those who 
are interested in the problems of municipal administration, and today 
their name is legion, will find in these pages much material for study. 
The editors are to be congratulated on the excellent results which 
they have secured in spite of the difficulties of the undertaking. 
Another year may call for some changes in presentation, and may 
bring forth more matter along certain lines, but for a first issue the 
book is a signal success, and will be indispensable in the constantly 
recurring discussions of the scope and policy of municipal administra- 
tion. Roland P. Falknek. 



